
■  Vertical Integration. The agency may require greater vertical integration between 

the divisions and agency-wide executive administrative and financial staff.  For 

example, to gather the SFR data the central finance division allocated SFR programs to 

various divisions, who returned their data to the central finance division with widely 

varying degrees of elaboration and accuracy. These submissions were not adequately 

proofed for reconciliation at an agency-wide level by central finance division staff.

■  Regulatory Services. The agency is charged with implementing a significant amount 

of licensing and regulatory activity. The agency currently administers the state's driver 

licensing services (1,928 FTEs) as well as nine additional regulatory programs (361.0 

FTEs).  While some of these regulated programs clearly are within the agency's public 

safety mission, there is a policy question whether this agency is the best location for 

those functions not clearly within the agency's public safety mission. For further detail, 

please see Schedule 5 Program Summary, "Regulatory Services - Issuance, 

Compliance and Modernization" as well as the last page of this packet.

Strategic Fiscal Review 2016-17

Schedule 1: Agency Overview

Texas Department of Public Safety 405

Overview and Significant Findings
Mission Statement: Protect and Serve Texas.  Motto:  Courtesy, Service, Protection.

Legal Authority: Texas Government Code, Title 4, Subtitle B, Chapter 411

Agency budget comprised of 47 Programs & 104 Activities

House Budget Recommendations:  HB 1 as Introduced

■  Ranking of Programs.  The number of activities per program and the agency's 

ranking of programs did not generally correlate to the program's size or evident 

centrality to agency mission. DPS ranked specialized law enforcement programs 

(Counterterrorism, Organized Crime, Interdiction, Intelligence, Polygraph) higher than 

programs essential to the core mission (Traffic Enforcement, Recovery and Mitigation, 

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement, Emergency Preparedness).  See supplement for 

detail.
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The staff of the Legislative Budget Board conducted 
the Strategic Fiscal Review in the fall of 2014.  The 
analysis contained in these materials reflects that 
staff review.  The budget amounts for 2016-17 
reflect budget recommendations contained in House 
Bill 1 as Introduced. 
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Agency 

Ranking Program Name

Year

Created

State

Authority Federal Authority Authority

Mission 

Centrality State Service Category

Service

Area

Significant 

Audit and/or 

Report Findings

Outsourced

Services?

1 Organized Crime 1940 Statute Public Law Moderate Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

2 Criminal Interdiction 2008 Statute N/A Strong Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

3 Criminal Interdiction - Aircraft Operations 1952 Statute Public Law Moderate Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes Yes

4 Counterterrorism 2000 Statute N/A Moderate Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

5 Intelligence 2000 Statute and GAA - Agency 

Rider

N/A Strong Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes No

6 Joint Crime Information Center 2000 Statute and GAA - Agency 

Rider

N/A Strong Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Qualified No

7 Polygraph 1950 Statute N/A Moderate Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

8 Security Programs 1938 Statute and Administrative 

Code

N/A Strong Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Regional Qualified No

9 Criminal Investigations (Rangers) 1938 Statute N/A Strong Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

10 Special Weapons and Tactics 1984 Statute N/A Moderate Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

11 Database and Clearinghouse for Missing 

Persons

2008 Statute and GAA - Agency 

Rider

N/A Strong Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

12 Border Security: Routine Operations 2008 Statute N/A Moderate Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Regional Yes No

13 Border Security:  Networked Intelligence 2008 Statute N/A Moderate Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

14 Border Security:  State Grants to Local Entities 2010 Statute and GAA - Agency 

Rider

N/A Moderate Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Regional No No

15 Border Security:  Extraordinary Operations 2008 Statute, Budget Execution 

Order

N/A Moderate Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Regional No No

16 Traffic Enforcement 1936 Statute Public Law Strong Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes No

17 Safety Education 1954 Statute N/A Strong Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

18 Commercial Vehicle Enforcement 1940 Statute N/A Strong Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes No

Strategic Fiscal Review 2016-17

Schedule 2A: Program Listing -- Services and Administration

Texas Department of Public Safety 405

Agency Submission Review and Analysis

House Budget Recommendations:  HB 1 as Introduced

Schedule 2A:  Program Listing -- Services and Administration
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Agency 

Ranking Program Name

Year

Created

State

Authority Federal Authority Authority

Mission 

Centrality State Service Category

Service

Area

Significant 

Audit and/or 

Report Findings

Outsourced

Services?

Schedule 2A: Program Listing -- Services and Administration

Agency Submission Review and Analysis

19 Motor Carrier Bureau 1968 Statute N/A Strong Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

20 Public Safety Communications 1936 Statute Public Law Strong Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes Yes

21 Interoperability 1988 Statute Public Law Strong Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No Yes

22 Emergency Preparedness 1963 Statute and Executive 

Order

Public Law and 

Executive Order

Strong Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes Yes

23 Homeland Security Grant Program 2000 Statute N/A Moderate Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes No

24 Fire Management Assistance 1970 Statute and Administrative 

Code

Public Law and 

Rules

Strong Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes No

25 AMBER Alert 2002 Statute N/A Strong Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

26 Response Coordination 1963 Statute Rules Strong Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes Yes

27 Recovery & Mitigation (TDEM) 1963 Statute and Administrative 

Code

Public Law and 

Rules

Strong Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes Yes

28 State Operations Center 1963 Statute Rules Moderate Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

29 Crime Laboratory Services 1936 Statute Public Law Moderate Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

30 Crime Records Service 1936 Statute N/A Moderate Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes Yes

31 Sex Offender Registration Database 2000 Statute N/A Strong Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes No

32 Victim Services 2012 Constitution and Statute N/A Strong Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

33 Driver License Services 1938 Statute N/A Strong Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes No

34 Driving and Motor Vehicle Safety 1938 Statute N/A Strong Strong Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

35 Driver License Improvement Plan 2006 Statute N/A Moderate Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes No

36 Regulatory Service Issuance 1996 Statute N/A Strong Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes Yes

37 Regulatory Service Modernization 1996 Statute N/A Moderate Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes Yes

38 Regulatory Service Compliance 1996 Statute N/A Strong Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes No

Schedule 2A:  Program Listing -- Services and Administration

3



Agency 

Ranking Program Name

Year

Created

State

Authority Federal Authority Authority

Mission 

Centrality State Service Category

Service

Area

Significant 

Audit and/or 

Report Findings
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Schedule 2A: Program Listing -- Services and Administration

Agency Submission Review and Analysis

39 Headquarters Administration 1936 Statute N/A Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

40 Regional Administration 1936 Statute N/A Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Qualified Yes

41 Information Technology 1943 Statute and Administrative 

Code

N/A Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Qualified Cannot be 

determined

42 Financial Management 1936 Statute N/A Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Qualified Yes

43 Human Capital Management 1936 Statute N/A Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes No

44 Training Academy and Development 1936 Statute N/A Strong Moderate Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes No

45 Fleet Operations 1936 Statute N/A Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Yes No

46 Facilities Management 1936 Statute N/A Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide Qualified Yes

47 Repair/Rehabilitation of Facilities 1936 Statute N/A Legal Services & Law Enforcement Statewide No No

Program Summary Included

Notes:

Notes: Significant Audit and/or Report Findings:  Audit findings (for both SAO and internal audits) have been implemented (or are in the process of being implemented) for the following programs:

Criminal Interdiction - Aircraft Operations Crime Records Service

Intelligence Sex Offender Registration Database

Border Security: Routine Operations Driver License Services

Traffic Enforcement Driver License Improvement Plan

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Regulatory Service Issuance

Public Safety Communications Regulatory Service Modernization

Emergency Preparedness Regulatory Service Compliance

Fire Management Assistance Human Capital Management

Response Coordination Training Academy and Development

Recovery & Mitigation (TDEM) Fleet Operations

Qualified  indicates that there may be issues relating to agency operations that have not been documented in formal audits, reviews or reports, or 

LBB Staff cannot verify whether recommendations have been implemented.  

Cannot be determined  indicates that LBB Staff cannot make a finding regarding whether services are provided by agency staff or contracted to a 

third party based on agency submission or independent research.
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Agency 

Ranking Program Name

1st Year Full 

Implementation 2010-11 Expended 2012-13 Expended

2014-15 

Est / Budg

2015 

FTEs

Budg

2016-17

HB 1 - Intro

2017 

FTEs

Rec.

Percent 

Change 

from Base

FTEs 

Change 

from Base

Revenue 

Supported?

Appropriate Use of

Constitutional and 

GR-Dedicated 

Funds?

Agency 

Funding 

Alternatives 

in Recs?

1 Organized Crime 6,754,755$              99,583,786$               106,665,397$              131,517,678$            705.0 136,834,756$           705.0 4.0% 0.0 No NA No

2 Criminal Interdiction -                              5,682,757                   7,269,975                   8,183,864                  48.0 8,362,978                 48.0 2.2% 0.0 No NA No

3 Criminal Interdiction - Aircraft Operations 1,664,705                30,857,658                 27,305,416                 34,038,492                48.0 21,857,690               48.0 -35.8% 0.0 No NA No

4 Counterterrorism -                              698,974                      1,167,424                   1,166,594                  10.0 1,195,466                 10.0 2.5% 0.0 No NA No

5 Intelligence -                              4,925,225                   5,089,484                   7,557,770                  44.0 5,736,530                 44.0 -24.1% 0.0 No NA No

6 Joint Crime Information Center -                              6,104,763                   6,682,568                   7,950,225                  93.0 8,137,444                 93.0 2.4% 0.0 No NA No

7 Polygraph -                              2,742,304                   2,946,437                   3,550,831                  17.0 4,119,670                 17.0 16.0% 0.0 No NA No

8 Security Programs -                              42,626,626                 45,219,545                 45,153,019                317.9 45,410,824               317.9 0.6% 0.0 No NA No

9 Criminal Investigations (Rangers) 94,967                     40,426,627                 45,089,437                 51,178,746                273.0 52,059,144               273.0 1.7% 0.0 No NA No

10 Special Weapons and Tactics -                              3,555,131                   3,526,112                   4,119,926                  19.0 4,337,774                 19.0 5.3% 0.0 No NA No

11 Database and Clearinghouse for Missing Persons -                              2,030,434                   2,184,091                   2,191,993                  5.0 2,213,668                 5.0 1.0% 0.0 No NA No

12 Border Security: Routine Operations -                              54,518,600                 50,491,646                 54,476,730                193.0 63,074,188               193.0 15.8% 0.0 No NA No

13 Border Security:  Networked Intelligence -                              19,030,504                 19,497,000                 16,440,058                18.0 15,274,052               18.0 -7.1% 0.0 No NA No

14 Border Security:  State Grants to Local Entities -                              10,936,740                 20,454,203                 56,356,418                0.0 48,924,966               0.0 -13.2% 0.0 No NA No

15 Border Security:  Extraordinary Operations -                              -                                 -                                  88,172,217                0.0 88,172,217               0.0 0.0% 0.0 No NA No

16 Traffic Enforcement 324,269                   242,290,266               332,895,316                357,840,946              1,952.0 381,994,362             1,952.0 6.7% 0.0 No NA No

17 Safety Education 1,255,829                3,839,125                   4,076,866                   5,005,579                  28.0 5,236,766                 28.0 4.6% 0.0 No NA No

18 Commercial Vehicle Enforcement 5,207,155                71,277,527                 74,720,425                 88,610,607                428.0 89,111,875               428.0 0.6% 0.0 Yes NA No

19 Motor Carrier Bureau -                              33,383,410                 38,161,895                 45,288,394                391.0 44,874,010               391.0 -0.9% 0.0 No NA No

20 Public Safety Communications 5,644,023                32,384,791                 35,003,034                 34,543,234                264.0 33,964,797               264.0 -1.7% 0.0 No NA No

21 Interoperability -                              -                                 1,344                          6,002,176                  5.0 941,540                    5.0 -84.3% 0.0 No NA No

22 Emergency Preparedness -                              1,137,237,074            446,830,512                34,365,345                49.0 29,024,869               49.0 -15.5% 0.0 No NA No

23 Homeland Security Grant Program -                              -                                 42,172,250                 122,608,396              35.0 119,518,323             35.0 -2.5% 0.0 Yes NA No

24 Fire Management Assistance 12,174,103                 65,727,073                 475,944                     0.0 -                               0.0 -100.0% 0.0 No NA No

25 AMBER Alert -                              -                                 -                                  -                                 0.0 -                               0.0 N/A 0.0 No NA No

26 Response Coordination 814,713                   13,275,690                 7,239,979                   10,657,283                24.0 4,884,738                 24.0 -54.2% 0.0 No NA No

27 Recovery & Mitigation (TDEM) -                              450,137,360               378,203,713                630,624,206              72.0 276,921,708             81.0 -56.1% 9.0 No NA No

28 State Operations Center -                              13,249,408                 14,661,323                 24,141,274                73.0 16,305,502               73.0 -32.5% 0.0 No NA No

29 Crime Laboratory Services 5,020,067                66,951,786                 63,000,642                 84,331,790                393.6 74,707,653               393.6 -11.4% 0.0 Yes NA No

30 Crime Records Service 3,900,796                84,172,782                 60,518,798                 69,160,758                242.5 73,501,585               242.5 6.3% 0.0 Yes NA No

31 Sex Offender Registration Database -                              3,092,898                   2,231,979                   2,929,404                  21.0 2,682,986                 21.0 -8.4% 0.0 No NA No

Strategic Fiscal Review 2016-17

Texas Department of Public Safety 405

Schedule 2B: Program Listing -- Fiscal

Agency Submission Review, Analysis and Funding

House Budget Recommendations:  HB 1 as Introduced

Schedule 2B:  Program Listing -- Fiscal
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Agency 

Ranking Program Name

1st Year Full 

Implementation 2010-11 Expended 2012-13 Expended

2014-15 

Est / Budg

2015 

FTEs

Budg

2016-17

HB 1 - Intro

2017 

FTEs

Rec.

Percent 

Change 

from Base

FTEs 

Change 

from Base

Revenue 
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Appropriate Use of
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GR-Dedicated 
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Funding 
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Schedule 2B: Program Listing -- Fiscal

Agency Submission Review, Analysis and Funding

32 Victim Services -                              2,389,403                   2,119,578                   2,090,149                  11.0 2,138,456                 11.0 2.3% 0.0 No NA No

33 Driver License Services 167,260                   61,445,014                 50,936,710                 83,563,740                209.0 75,588,238               209.0 -9.5% 0.0 Yes NA No

34 Driving and Motor Vehicle Safety -                              129,300,206               136,456,071                138,749,270              1,661.0 148,638,802             1,661.0 7.1% 0.0 Yes NA No

35 Driver License Improvement Plan -                              -                                 67,563,111                 23,452,078                30.0 18,717,148               30.0 -20.2% 0.0 No NA No

36 Regulatory Service Issuance -                              18,500,554                 17,420,284                 17,077,545                70.5 16,973,512               70.5 -0.6% 0.0 Yes NA No

37 Regulatory Service Modernization -                              7,675,301                   11,566,926                 10,789,323                63.5 11,915,272               63.5 10.4% 0.0 No NA No

38 Regulatory Service Compliance -                              27,906,418                 32,607,970                 22,589,622                231.0 23,558,852               231.0 4.3% 0.0 Yes NA No

39 Headquarters Administration 839,158                   30,419,468                 35,241,025                 40,486,602                252.3 41,930,188               252.3 3.6% 0.0 No NA No

40 Regional Administration 5,481,870                26,323,751                 27,954,662                 27,795,899                301.0 26,959,736               301.0 -3.0% 0.0 No NA No

41 Information Technology 3,446,147                70,577,001                 97,781,765                 104,546,577              265.0 98,860,551               265.0 -5.4% 0.0 No NA No

42 Financial Management 6,756,817                12,710,809                 12,197,471                 13,378,736                116.5 13,241,280               116.5 -1.0% 0.0 No NA No

43 Human Capital Management -                              4,009,949                   4,310,093                   5,163,964                  47.0 5,283,980                 47.0 2.3% 0.0 No NA No

44 Training Academy and Development -                              17,528,249                 20,480,908                 31,366,828                98.0 32,001,604               98.0 2.0% 0.0 No NA No

45 Fleet Operations -                              3,600,116                   3,982,327                   5,051,244                  62.0 4,941,230                 62.0 -2.2% 0.0 No NA No

46 Facilities Management -                              86,486,990                 69,872,141                 45,478,374                87.0 10,043,653               87.0 -77.9% 0.0 No NA No

47 Repair or Rehabilitation of Buildings and Facilities 5,200,000                28,414,721                 35,764,227                 43,096,850                0.0 59,551,921               0.0 38.2% 0.0 No NA No

Total 3,014,474,299$          2,535,289,153$           2,643,316,698$         9,273.8 2,249,726,504$        9,282.8 -14.9% 9.0

Program Summary Included

Notes:  

Partial  indicates that the LBB Recommendations contain some portion of the agency's funding alternative either in terms of amounts or methodology. 

Data included in the column labeled 1st Year of Full Implementation  may reflect several different fiscal years and therefore it is not summed.

Qualified  indicates that the agency may be using the funds for the purpose(s) intended or for similar purposes which are not specifically authorized by the 

constitution or statute, or that there may be conflicts within authorizing laws.

Schedule 2B:  Program Listing -- Fiscal
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Agency 

Ranking Program Name

Funding 

Compared 

to 2014-15 Explanation of 2016-17 HB 1 Introduced

1 Organized Crime Funding: Increase of $5.3 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

2 Criminal Interdiction Funding: Increase of $0.2 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

3 Criminal Interdiction - Aircraft Ops Funding: Decrease of $12.2 million primarily due to agency's estimated $12.4 million decrease in Federal Funds.

4 Counterterrorism Funding: Increase of $28,872 primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

5 Intelligence Funding: Decrease of $1.8 million primarily due to agency's estimated $1.8 million decrease in Federal Funds.

6 Joint Crime Information Center Funding: Increase of $0.2 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

7 Polygraph Funding: Increase of $0.6 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

8 Security Programs Funding: Increase of $0.3 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

9 Criminal Investigations (Rangers) Funding: Increase of $0.9 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

10 Special Weapons and Tactics Funding: Increase of $0.2 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

11 Database for Missing Persons Funding: Increase of $21,675 due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

12 Border Security: Routine Operations Funding: Increase of $8.6 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding. See also note, below.  

13 Border Security:  Networked Intelligence Funding: Decrease of $1.2 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.  See also note, below.  

14
Border Security:  State Grants to Local 

Entities
Funding: Decrease of $7.4 million primarily results from a reduction in Federal Funds ($7.3 million).  See also note, below.  

15
Border Security:  Extraordinary 

Operations
Funding: Funding level is maintained at 2014-15 levels.  See also note, below.  

Strategic Fiscal Review 2016-17

Schedule 2C:  Program Listing -- Explanation of Recommendations

House Budget Recommendations: HB 1 as Introduced

Agency Submission Review and Analysis

Texas Department of Public Safety 405

Schedule 2C:  Program Listing -- Explanation of Recommendations
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Agency 

Ranking Program Name

Funding 

Compared 

to 2014-15 Explanation of 2016-17 HB 1 Introduced

Schedule 2C:  Program Listing -- Explanation of Recommendations

Agency Submission Review and Analysis

16 Traffic Enforcement

Funding: Increase of $24.7 million is due to funding this program at baseline levels prior to a $12.6 million redirection of baseline funding 

for this program to support border security operations.  Schedule C salary increases account for the great majority of the remaining 

increase.

17 Safety Education Funding: Increase of $0.2 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

18 Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Funding: Increase of $0.5 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

19 Motor Carrier Bureau Funding: Decrease of $0.4 million primarily due to agency's estimated $0.4 million decrease in Federal Funds.

20 Public Safety Communications Funding: Decrease of $0.5 million primarily due to agency's estimated $0.5 million decrease in Federal Funds.

21 Interoperability Funding: Decrease of $5.0 million primarily due to agency's estimated $5.0 million decrease in Federal Funds.

22 Emergency Preparedness Funding: Decrease of $5.3 million primarily due to agency's estimated decreases in various federal grants ($4.8 million).

23 Homeland Security Grant Program
Funding: Decrease of $3.1 million due primarily to agency's estimated decreases in certain federal grants: Operation Stone Garden 

($1.3 million), State Homeland Security Grant Program ($1.5 million) and Urban Area Security Initiative - Non-profit ($0.7 million).

24 Fire Management Assistance Funding: Decrease of $0.5 million due agency's cessation of the Federal Funds grant source.

25 AMBER Alert N/A This program has no separate funding.

26 Response Coordination
Funding: Decrease of $5.8 million primarily due to cessation of Emergency Deficient Grant ($2.3 million) and decreased Federal Funds 

($1.5 million).

27 Recovery & Mitigation (TDEM)
Funding: Decrease of $353.8 million results from a reduction in Federal Funds ($351.8 million) and cessation of a $4.0 million 

Emergency Deficit Grant.

28 State Operations Center
Funding: Decrease of $7.8 million results from a reduction of $7.9 million in Federal Funds and $0.1 million increase in General 

Revenue.

29 Crime Laboratory Services Funding: Decrease of $9.6 million primarily due to net effect of several adjustments, including LBB staff recommended reductions.

30 Crime Records Service Funding: Increase of $4.3 million primarily due to new funding added by the House for crime reporting grants.

31 Sex Offender Registration Database Funding: Decrease of $0.2 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

Schedule 2C:  Program Listing -- Explanation of Recommendations
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Agency 

Ranking Program Name

Funding 

Compared 

to 2014-15 Explanation of 2016-17 HB 1 Introduced

Schedule 2C:  Program Listing -- Explanation of Recommendations

Agency Submission Review and Analysis

32 Victim Services
Funding: Increase of $48,308 due to increases in General Revenue ($4,596) and increases in estimated appropriations ($32,451 in 

Criminal Justice Grants and $11,259 in Interagency Contracts).

33 Driver License Services
Funding: Decrease of $8.0 million primarily due to a $1.4 million decrease in Federal Funds and a $6.5 million requested decrease in 

baseline funding.

34 Driving and Motor Vehicle Safety Funding: Increase of $9.9 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

35 Driver License Improvement Plan Funding: Decrease of $4.7 million due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

36 Regulatory Service Issuance Funding: Decrease of $0.1 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

37 Regulatory Service Modernization Funding: Increase of $1.0 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

38 Regulatory Service Compliance Funding: Increase of $1.0 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

39 Headquarters Administration Funding: Increase of $1.4 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

40 Regional Administration Funding: Decrease of $0.8 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

41 Information Technology
Funding: Decrease of $5.7 million primarily due to Federal Funds decrease ($1.6 million reduction) and LBB staff recommended 

reduction ($3.3 million).

42 Financial Management Funding: Decrease of $0.1 million primarily due to a $0.1 million decrease in Federal Funds.

43 Human Capital Management Funding: Increase of $0.1 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

44 Training Academy and Development Funding: Increase of $0.6 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

45 Fleet Operations Funding: Decrease of $0.1 million primarily due to agency's requested allocation of baseline funding.

46 Facilities Management
Funding: Decrease of $35.4 million primarily due to agency's requested $6.5 million reduction in General Revenue and a $28.9 million 

decrease in G.O. Bond Proceeds.  

47 Repair/Rehab Buildings and Facilities Funding: Increase of $16.5 million primarily due to agency's requested $8.1 million increase and $9.2 million UB of G.O. Bond Proceeds.  

Schedule 2C:  Program Listing -- Explanation of Recommendations
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Agency 

Ranking Program Name

Funding 

Compared 

to 2014-15 Explanation of 2016-17 HB 1 Introduced

Schedule 2C:  Program Listing -- Explanation of Recommendations

Agency Submission Review and Analysis

Program Summary Included (see 

Schedule 5)

Note:

Note: Recommendations for the four border security programs (numbers 12-15, above) compose the total direct funding for border security within the agency's Goal B, Secure Border Region.  

Recommendations maintain the All Funds funding in Goal B, Secure Border Region at 2014-15 levels.  The 2014-15 baseline funding levels include exigent appropriations for border security, including 

funding for Budget Execution ($64.9 million) and Governor's Emergency ($5.5 million).  

Recommendations include $29.3 million in General Revenue to extend the 2014-15 salary increases for both general state employees ($2.2 million) and commissioned law enforcement officers ($27.1 

million). These salaries were paid with Fund 06 and thus were not included in the salary calculations used to account for the costs of biennializing the 2014-15 salary raises. These raises are 

apportioned among the agency's strategies and partly account for the biennial variances noted.  

Schedule 2C:  Program Listing -- Explanation of Recommendations
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Weak Moderate Strong

             Security Programs (8) Traffic Enforcement (16)

             Database for Missing Persons (11) Commercial Vehicle Enforcement (18)

             Intelligence (5)            Driver License Services (33) Criminal (Special) Investigations - Rangers 

(9)             AMBER Alert (25) Response Coordination (26)

             Victim Services (32) Emergency Preparedness (22)

             Sex Offender Registration Database (31) Recovery and Mitigation (27)

Strong              Regulatory Service Issuance (36) Driving and Motor Vehicle Safety (34)

             Regulatory Service Compliance (38) Motor Carrier Bureau (19)

             Training Academy and Development (44) Criminal Interdiction (2)   

             Joint Crime Information Center (6) Public Safety Communications (20)

             Fire Management Assistance (24) Safety Education (17)

                Counterterrorism (4) Organized Crime (1)

                Regulatory Service Modernization (37) Crime Laboratory Services (29)

                Special Weapons and Tactics (10) Crime Records Service (30)

                Border Security: Routine Operations (12)

                Border Security:  Networked Intelligence (13)

                Border Security:  State Grants to Local Entities (14)

Moderate                 Border Security:  Extraordinary Operations (15)

                Criminal Interdiction--Aircraft Operations (3)

                State Operations Center (28)

                Polygraph (7)    Driver License Improv. Plan (35)

Headquarters Administration

Regional Administration

Information Technology

Financial Management

Human Capital Management

Weak Fleet Operations

Facilities Management

Repair/Rehab. of Facilities

Note:  The matrix does not 

include the following Indirect 

Administration programs:

Mission centrality  is a judgment of how directly connected a program is to the core mission and goals of the agency, as identified in statute, agency strategic plans, or other 

documents.

Authority  is an assessment of how strong and explicit the legal basis is for the existence of the program and the way in which the agency is administering it.

Strategic Fiscal Review 2016-17

Schedule 3: Assessments of Mission Centrality and Authority

Texas Department of Public Safety 405

Blue colored programs are 

included in the Program 

Summary Schedule 5.

House Budget Recommendations:  HB 1 as Introduced

MISSION CENTRALITY 

A 
U
T
H
O
R 
I 
T
Y 
 

 

Schedule 3:  Assessment of Mission Centrality and Authority
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1 Account:
Legal Cite(s):

Authorized Use:

Revenue Source:

In Compliance

with Authorized 

Use?

 1st Full Year 

Appropriated 

 2010-11

Expended 

 2012-13

Expended 

 2014-15

Est/Budg 

 2016-17

SB 2 - Intro 

Intelligence Compliant -$                        18$                    16$                          -$                     -$                            

Joint Crime Information Center Compliant -$                        -$                       70$                          -$                     -$                            

Security Programs Compliant -$                        1,028,899$        1,474,924$              -$                     -$                            

Criminal Investigations (Rangers) Compliant -$                        6,764$               6,196$                     -$                     -$                            

Database and Clearinghouse for Missing 

Persons

Compliant -$                        1,086,728$        2,021,269$              -$                     -$                            

Border Security Compliant -$                        12,026$             11,016$                   -$                     -$                            

Border Security - Aircraft Operations Compliant -$                        1,201,932$        1,101,000$              -$                     -$                            

Local Border Security Compliant -$                        14,556,773$      25,545,499$            -$                     -$                            

Tactical Marine Unit Compliant -$                        35,702$             200,453$                 -$                     -$                            

Traffic Enforcement Compliant -$                        8,810,542$        1,507$                     -$                     -$                            

Emergency Preparedness Compliant -$                        968,364$           1,645,803$              -$                     -$                            

Fire Management Assistance Compliant -$                        7,162$               12,075$                   -$                     -$                            

Response Coordination Compliant -$                        183,833$           551,396$                 -$                     -$                            

Recovery and Mitigation Compliant -$                        1,101,917$        2,072,198$              -$                     -$                            

State Operations Center Compliant -$                        703$                  99,651$                   -$                     -$                            

Crime Laboratory Services Compliant -$                        12,521,331$      20,380,906$            -$                     -$                            

Crime Records Services Compliant -$                        1,682,989$        2,933,634$              -$                     -$                            

Sex Offender Registration Database Compliant -$                        -$                       9,672$                     -$                     -$                            

Driving and Motor Vehicle Safety Compliant -$                        22,779$             -$                             -$                     -$                            

Driver License Services Compliant 167,260$            -$                       -$                             -$                     -$                            

28

29

32

33

24

25

26

27

13

14

15

16

21

22

5

6

8

9

11

12

To receive federal dollars and other authorized revenue. May be used for salaries, purchases of equipment and supplies and 

other expenses necessary for the operation of the Department of Public Safety. Unless federally restricted, undedicated and 

unobligated funds may be appropriated to Criminal Justice Division of Governor's Office for grants under the Border Crime 

Grant Program.

Court Costs; Warrants Voided by Statute of Limitation - Default Fund; Federal Receipts Not Matched - Other Programs; Fees 

for Copies of Filing of Records; Conference, Seminars, and Training Registration Fees; Insurance Recovery in Subsequent 

Years; Reimbursements - Third Party

Program(s)  Funded Comments

Strategic Fiscal Review 2016-17

Texas Department of Public Safety 405

Schedule 4: Constitutional and General Revenue-Dedicated Accounts

GR Dedicated - Operators and Chauffeurs License Account No. 099
TX. LOC. GOV'T CODE ANN. §133.102; HEALTH and SAFETY CODE CHAPTER 481; GOVERNMENT CODE, SECTION 

772.0071

House Budget Recommendations: HB 1 as Introduced

12



Regulatory Service Issuance Compliant -$                        10,073,815$      15,524,738$            -$                     -$                            

Regulatory Services Modernization Compliant -$                        4,916,698$        9,427,405$              -$                     -$                            

Regulatory Service Compliance Compliant -$                        16,078,633$      29,409,805$            -$                     -$                            

Facilities Management Compliant -$                        714,163$           94,756$                   -$                     -$                            

Headquarters Administration Compliant -$                        1,020,104$        1,830,965$              -$                     -$                            

Information Technology Compliant -$                        237,089$           249,150$                 -$                     -$                            

Safety Education Compliant -$                        3,839,125$        -$                             -$                     -$                            

Repair or Rehabilitation of Buildings and 

Facilities

Compliant 5,200,000$         2,123,002$        6,319,279$              -$                     -$                            

Regional Administration Compliant -$                        -$                       51,702$                   -$                     -$                            

 Total, 82,231,091$      120,975,085$          -$                     -$                            

2 Account:

Legal Cite(s):

Authorized Use:

Revenue Source:

In Compliance

with Authorized 

Use?

 1st Full Year 

Appropriated 

 2010-11

Expended 

 2012-13

Expended 

 2014-15

Est/Budg 

 2016-17

SB 2 - Intro 

Driving and Motor Vehicle Safety Compliant 2,062,500$         -$                       -$                             -$                     4,125,000$             

 Total, -$                       -$                             -$                     4,125,000$             

3 Account:

Legal Cite(s):

Authorized Use:

Revenue Source:

In Compliance

with Authorized 

Use?

 1st Full Year 

Appropriated 

 2010-11

Expended 

 2012-13

Expended 

 2014-15

Est/Budg 

 2016-17

SB 2 - Intro Comments

GR Dedicated - Motorcycle Education Account No. 501

GR Dedicated - Breath Alcohol Testing Account No. 5013

TX. LOC. GOV'T CODE ANN. §133.102; Code of Criminal Procedure, Section 102.016

Funds may be appropriated from the account to the Department of Public Safety for the implementation, administration, and 

Fees paid by convicted persons are distributed to a variety of accounts, including the Breath Alcohol Testing Account (.5507 

Program(s)  Funded

Money deposited to the credit of the Motorcycle Education Fund Account may be used only to defray the cost of administering 

Five dollars of each fee collected for a motorcycle license or additional authority to operate a motorcycle with a vehicle or 

Program(s)  Funded Comments

32 Recommendation to use this fund for the 

2016-17 biennium to spare General 

Revenue Fund 01 in the Fund 06 swap.

Recommendations include no GR-D Fund 

099for the 2016-17 biennium as the result of 

an insufficient fund balance.

GR Dedicated - Operators and Chauffeurs License Account 

GR Dedicated - Motorcycle Education Account No. 501

TRANSPORTATION CODE, TITLE 7, SUBTITLE G

35

36

34

13



Traffic Enforcement Compliant 1,512,500$         -$                       -$                             -$                     3,025,000$             

 Total, -$                       -$                             -$                     3,025,000$             

4 Account:

Legal Cite(s):

Authorized Use:

Revenue Source:

In Compliance

with Authorized 

Use?

 1st Full Year 

Appropriated 

 2010-11

Expended 

 2012-13

Expended 

 2014-15

Est/Budg 

 2016-17

SB 2 - Intro 

Organized Crime Noncompliant 6,754,755$         65,010,063$      20,694,317$            29,142,643$    -$                            

Criminal Interdiction Noncompliant -$                        5,682,757$        6,179,235$              2,487,555$      -$                            

Criminal Interdiction - Aircraft Operations Noncompliant 1,664,705$         12,171,990$      15,940,175$            8,376,864$      -$                            

Counterterrorism Noncompliant -$                        200,466$           148,613$                 90,119$           -$                            

Intelligence Noncompliant -$                        4,375,915$        4,645,459$              197,394$         -$                            

Joint Crime Information Center Noncompliant -$                        6,104,763$        6,682,344$              91,058$           -$                            

Polygraph Noncompliant -$                        2,742,304$        2,763,195$              950,510$         -$                            

Security Programs Noncompliant -$                        41,597,727$      40,050,818$            15,049,077$    -$                            

Criminal Investigations (Rangers) Compliant -$                        38,485,951$      41,888,946$            22,106,764$    -$                            

Special Weapons and Tactics Noncompliant -$                        2,235,683$        3,406,009$              2,286,561$      -$                            

Database and Clearinghouse for Missing 

Persons

Noncompliant -$                        943,706$           141,844$                 1,196$             -$                            

Border Security Noncompliant -$                        10,689,909$      11,225,858$            11,595,408$    -$                            

Border Security Aircraft Operations Noncompliant -$                        21,106,039$      8,362,967$              3,672,903$      -$                            

Local Border Security Noncompliant -$                        16,524,609$      2,076,118$              2,912,359$      -$                            

Tactical Marine Unit Compliant -$                        4,641,729$        2,935,205$              809,082$         -$                            

Traffic Enforcement Compliant 324,269$            270,685,521$    299,807,773$          347,263,906$  -$                            16 Considered compliant because traffic 

enforcement is the primary function of the 

Texas Highway Patrol.

13

14

15 Considered compliant because the TMU is 

operated by the Texas Highway Patrol.

10

11

12

7

8

9 Considered compliant because the Texas 

Rangers are administered through the Texas 

Highway Patrol.

4

5

6                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1

2 This program could indirectly meet the 

Constitutional purpose of Fund 06 as the 

Highway Patrol enforce laws intended to 

keep highways safe.
3

TEXAS CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE 3, SECTION 49-n; TEXAS TRANSPORTATION CODE; CODE OF CRIMINAL 

To fund highway improvement projects and the Texas Highway Patrol.

Revenues from the State Historical Markers Guide; filing fees in restitution lien cases where property was damaged while a 

Program(s)  Funded Comments

16 Recommendation to use this fund for the 

2016-17 biennium to spare General 

Revenue Fund 01 in the Fund 06 swap.

GR Dedicated - Breath Alcohol Testing Account No. 5013

State Highway Fund 06

14



Safety Education Qualified 1,255,829$         -$                       4,076,904$              5,001,207$      -$                            

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Compliant 5,207,155$         65,264,479$      58,118,799$            79,204,041$    -$                            

Motor Carrier Bureau Noncompliant -$                        4,443,934$        5,848,468$              8,472,259$      -$                            

Public Safety Communications Qualified 5,644,023$         22,531,437$      27,186,955$            26,621,885$    -$                            

Emergency Preparedness Noncompliant -$                        97,513$             209,698$                 837,804$         -$                            

Response Coordination Noncompliant -$                        -$                       -$                             58,507$           

Recovery & Mitigation (TDEM) Noncompliant -$                        40,650,837$      -$                             1,760$             -$                            

State Operations Center Noncompliant -$                        -$                       501,108$                 642$                -$                            

Crime Laboratory Services Noncompliant 5,020,067$         19,326,369$      13,635,422$            1,356,907$      -$                            

Crime Records Service Noncompliant -$                        24,302,801$      19,480,806$            1,000,477$      -$                            

Sex Offender Registration Database Noncompliant -$                        2,083,787$        688,304$                 327,850$         -$                            

Victim Services Noncompliant -$                        -$                       717,033$                 551,118$         -$                            

Driver License Services Qualified -$                        54,438,667$      40,044,339$            77,449,410$    -$                            

Driving and Motor Vehicle Safety Qualified -$                        87,106,984$      102,903,699$          115,660,649$  -$                            

Driver License Improvement Plan Qualified -$                        -$                       35,478,606$            15,312,407$    -$                            

Regulatory Service Issuance Noncompliant -$                        -$                       1,218$                     338,884$         -$                            

Regulatory Service Modernization Noncompliant -$                        -$                       60,806$                   356,690$         -$                            

Regulatory Service Compliance Noncompliant -$                        -$                       2,292,336$              1,043,892$      -$                            

Training Academy and Development Qualified -$                        16,056,293$      19,000,456$            31,316,050$    -$                            

Facilities Management Noncompliant -$                        9,343,857$        358,104$                 -$                     -$                            

Fleet Operations Qualified -$                        3,600,116$        3,982,298$              4,940,912$      -$                            

Headquarters Administration Noncompliant -$                        29,052,125$      32,195,577$            15,470,266$    -$                            

Human Capital Management Noncompliant -$                        4,009,949$        4,309,853$              5,158,555$      -$                            

Information Technology Noncompliant -$                        38,370,423$      35,629,487$            30,770,257$    -$                            

Regional Administration Noncompliant 5,481,870$         26,323,751$      27,898,826$            12,410,483$    -$                            

42 This program could indirectly meet the 

Constitutional purpose of Fund 06 as this 

program provides training for the Texas 

Highway Patrol.

This program could indirectly meet the 

Constitutional purpose of Fund 06 as the 

Texas Highway Patrol uses vehicles in this 

program to accomplish its functions.

34

35

36

31 This program could indirectly meet the 

Constitutional purpose of Fund 06 as the 

Highway Patrol man driver license offices 

and enforce driver license related laws.

32 This program could indirectly meet the 

Constitutional purpose of Fund 06 as the 

Highway Patrol enforce driving and motor 

vehicle related laws.

33 This program could indirectly meet the 

Constitutional purpose of Fund 06 as the 

Highway Patrol man driver license offices 

and enforce driver license related laws.

28

29

30

24

25

26

27

19

20 This program could indirectly meet the 

21

17 This program could indirectly meet the 

Constitutional purpose of Fund 06 as the 

Highway Patrol enforce laws intended to 

keep highways safe.
18

15



Repair or Rehabilitation of Buildings and 

Facilities

Noncompliant -$                        10,116,576$      16,290,489$            911,013$         -$                            

Financial Management Noncompliant 6,310,871$         12,007,820$      11,301,939$            12,227,653$    

 Total, 972,326,850$    929,160,406$          893,834,977$  -$                            

Total 1,054,557,941$ 1,050,135,491$       893,834,977$  7,150,000$             

DPS has historically used Fund 06 for 

purposes that do not meet the Constitutional 

purpose of the fund. While DPS has 

deliberately requested and willingly used 

Fund 06 for a variety of potentially 

noncompliant purposes, prior legislatures 

have  been willing to appropriate Fund 06 for 

these purposes and have come to rely on 

Fund 06 to fund numerous items within DPS. 

FY 2016-17 recommendations include no 

Fund 06 for DPS.

State Highway Fund 06

16
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Supplement to Schedule 5, Regulatory Services Department of Public Safely

Regulatory Service Description Legal Basis Authority Centrality Recommendations

1 Capitol Access Pass Program Provides expedited access to the Texas State Capitol through 

the main, public entrances.

Government Code, Section 411.0625

"The department shall allow a person to enter 

the Capitol and the Capitol Extension…in the 

same manner as the department allows entry to 

a person who presents a concealed handgun 

license ."

Strong Strong Because this program clearly aligns with DPS' 

core mission to provide security for the state 

capital complex, recommendation is to 

maintain this function at DPS.

2 Concealed Handgun License Program Licensing required to carry a concealed handgun in Texas.  

As the chart on the previous page shows, the demand for this 

license has grown significantly:  between fiscal year 2001 and 

fiscal year 2014, the number of concealed handgun licenses 

issued annually by DPS has increased by almost 360 percent.

Government Code, Section 411 Subchapter H Strong Moderate Because concealed firearm licensing requires 

significant portions of public safety training and 

regulation, recommendation is to maintain 

this function at DPS.

3 Controlled Substances Registration 

Program

Registers all persons or institutions that manufacture, 

distribute, analyze or dispense controlled substances in 

Texas. Registrants include practitioners (medical doctors, 

dentists, veterinarians, podiatrists and therapeutic 

optometrists), mid-level practitioners (advanced practice 

nurses and physicians’ assistants), pharmacies, hospitals, 

manufacturers, researchers, teaching institutions, distributors 

and analysts. The purpose of registering these individuals and 

institutions is to more effectively control the diversion of 

controlled substances from legitimate channels and to 

promote public health and welfare by controlling illegal drug 

trafficking. In fiscal year 2014 the agency issued 80,636 

controlled substances registrations (original and renewal).  

Heath and Safety Code, Chapter 481 (Texas 

Controlled Substances Act)

"Section 481.003  The director may adopt rules 

to administer and enforce this chapter.

(b) The director by rule shall prohibit a person in 

this state...from using a practitioner ’s Federal 

Drug Enforcement Administration number for a 

purpose other than a purpose described by 

federal law or by this chapter."

Strong Moderate Because this program pertains more toward 

generic regulation (rather than regulation with a 

clear public safety imperative), 

recommendation is to study moving this 

function to another state agency, such as 

the Texas Department of State Health 

Services.  

4 Metals Registration Program To register and oversee all metal recycling entities in Texas. 

Registered entities are required to collect certain identifying 

information from sellers of recycled material to help law 

enforcement monitor those who are buying and / or selling 

stolen materials. In fiscal year 2014 the agency issued 382 

metals registration certificates (original and renewal).  

Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 1956 Strong Moderate Because this program pertains more toward 

generic regulation (rather than regulation with a 

clear public safety imperative), 

recommendation is to study moving this 

function to another state agency, such as 

the Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality.  

5 Private Security Program The Private Security Program regulates the private security 

and private investigation industry in Texas (in fiscal year 2014 

the program regulated 5,683 companies, 292 schools and 

153,206 individuals).  

Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 1702 Strong Strong Because regulating private security services 

requires significant portions of public safety 

training, recommendation is to maintain this 

function at DPS.
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Regulatory Service Description Legal Basis Authority Centrality Recommendations

6 Ignition Interlock Device Service Center 

Program

Agency's website claims: "The Texas Transportation Code 

§521.246 requires DPS establish minimum standards for 

vendors of Ignition Interlock Devices (IID) who conduct 

business in Texas and procedures to ensure compliance with 

those standards....RSD staff certifies vendors to install, 

download, remove, repair, replace and make reports of all 

required data recorded by the device."  In fiscal year 2014 the 

agency regulated 282 active certified ignition interlock device 

service centers.

Texas Transportation Code Section 521.246

Note, the section cited by DPS only authorizes 

judges to impose usage of IIDs, and requires 

DPS only to provide criminal records to judges 

hearing certain cases.  The legal authority for 

DPS to regulate vendors of IIDs is not evident.

Weak Weak Statute does not designate any state agency to 

be this program's administrator.  Further, this 

program pertains more toward generic 

regulation (rather than regulation with a clear 

public safety imperative).  Recommendation 

is to study moving this function to another 

state agency, such as the Texas Department 

of Licensing and Regulation or the Texas 

Department of Motor Vehicles.

7 Prescription Program Monitors Schedule II through Schedule V controlled 

substance prescriptions primarily through the control of 

releasing official prescription pads.  Program also allows 

authorized users to search the last 365-days worth of 

prescription dispensing history for Schedule II – V controlled 

substances, including the patient's prescription history and as 

well as the physician’s own prescribing information. In fiscal 

year 2014, DPS reported receiving 39,552,939 notifications 

for controlled substance prescriptions from dispensaries.

Heath and Safety Code, Chapter 481 (Texas 

Controlled Substances Act)

"Section 481.003  The director may adopt rules 

to administer and enforce this chapter.

(b) The director by rule shall prohibit a person in 

this state...from using a practitioner ’s Federal 

Drug Enforcement Administration number for a 

purpose other than a purpose described by 

federal law or by this chapter ."

Strong Moderate Because this program pertains more toward 

generic regulation (rather than regulation with a 

clear public safety imperative), 

recommendation is to study moving this 

function to another state agency, such as 

the Texas Department of State Health 

Services.  

8 Precursor Chemical Laboratory 

Apparatus Program

To control the diversion of chemicals used in the illegal 

manufacture of drugs, statute requires anyone who sells, 

transfers, furnishes, or purchases certain precursor chemicals 

or certain laboratory apparatuses to be regulated by DPS. In 

fiscal year 2014 the agency issued 1,671 permits for chemical 

and laboratory apparatuses.

Health and Safety Code Section 481.061

"Except as otherwise provided by this chapter, a 

person who is not a registrant may not 

manufacture, distribute, prescribe, possess, 

analyze, or dispense a controlled substance in 

this state."

Strong Moderate Because this program pertains more toward 

generic regulation (rather than regulation with a 

clear public safety imperative), 

recommendation is to study moving this 

function to another state agency, such as 

the Texas Department of State Health 

Services.  

9 Vehicle Inspection Program The DPS Vehicle Inspection Program certifies vehicle 

inspectors and inspection stations, monitors and ensures 

compliance with inspection standards, and supervises vehicle 

emission programs designed to meet federal clean air 

requirements.  Note, starting March 1, 2015 vehicle owners 

will be issued one sticker as proof of both inspection and 

registration (pursuant to House bill 2305, Eighty-third 

Legislature, Regular Session). Inspection stations will no 

longer issue inspection stickers. In fiscal year 2014 the 

agency suspended or revoked 3,154 vehicle services station 

and vehicle inspector certifications.

Transportation Code Section 547.101

"(b)  The department may adopt standards for 

vehicle equipment to:

(1)  protect the public from unreasonable risk of 

death or injury;  and

(2)  enforce safety standards of the United 

States as permitted under the federal motor 

vehicle act ."

Transportation Code Section 548.003

"(a)  The department may certify inspection 

stations to carry out this chapter..."

Strong Moderate To further the integration of vehicle inspections 

and registration initiated by enactment of 

House Bill 2305 by the Eighty-third Legislature, 

Regular Session recommendation is to 

study whether the Texas Department of 

Motor Vehicles would be a better location to 

administer this program, as is the case in 

other states.
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