
Total Number of Programs: 9

■

■

■

■

■

Mission Statement:  To work in partnership with Texans with disabilities and families with children who have developmental delays to improve the quality of their lives and to enable their full 

participation in society.

Legal Authority:  Human Resources Code, Chapter 117, Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services; Texas Administrative Code, Title 40, Part 2

Nine programs were originally under Strategic Fiscal Review (SFR), but only seven include 

recommendations for 2016-17. SB 2 as Introduced reflects a Sunset Advisory Commission 

recommendation to transfer the Business Enterprises of Texas (BET) and the BET Trust 

Fund to the Texas Workforce Commission, contingent upon passage of legislation. 

Therefore, only historical information is reflected.

Overview and Significant Findings

2016-17 recommended funding for the Autism Program reflects a phase-out of the program 

to be completed by the end of fiscal year 2017. The estimated savings ($5.6 million) are 

included in additional funding ($18.4 million) at the Texas Education Agency for widespread 

support of autism services.

All of the programs align with the agency's mission at a moderate or strong level. Two 

programs (Autism and Comprehensive Rehabilitation) have no specific authority in statute; 

they are ranked as the agency's top two priorities.  

The agency offered only their exceptional items for enhanced funding alternatives and 

submitted the default reduction amount of 20% per program.

Strategic Fiscal Review 2016-17

Senate Budget Recommendations:  SB 2 as Introduced

Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, Department of (538)

Schedule 1: Agency Overview

The seven programs under Strategic Fiscal Review with recommendations for 2016-17 

represent 47.2% of the biennial recommended General Revenue-related Funds but only 

15.8% of All Funds.  
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The staff of the Legislative Budget Board conducted 
the Strategic Fiscal Review in the fall of 2014.  The 
analysis contained in these materials reflects that staff 
review.  The budget amounts for 2016-17 reflect 
budget recommendations contained in Senate Bill 2 as 
Introduced. 
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Agency 

Ranking Program Name

Year

Created State Authority Federal Authority Authority

Mission 

Centrality State Service Category

Service

Area

Significant 

Audit and/or 

Report Findings

Outsourced

Services?

1 Autism Services 2008 Administrative Code NA Weak Strong Health Care - Rehabilitation, 

Disability & Long Term Care

Regional No Yes

2 Comprehensive Rehabilitation 

(CRS)

1991 Administrative Code NA Moderate Strong Health Care - Rehabilitation, 

Disability & Long Term Care

Statewide Yes Yes

3 Children's Blindness Services 

(Blind Children's Vocational 

Discovery and Development)

1990 Statute, Administrative 

Code

NA Moderate Strong Health Care - Rehabilitation, 

Disability & Long Term Care

Statewide Yes No

4 Blindness Education, Screening 

and Treatment (BEST) Program

1997 Statute, Administrative 

Code

NA Strong Moderate Health Care - Disease Prevention, 

Treatment & Research

Regional No Yes

5 Business Enterprises of Texas 

(BET)

1936 Statute, Administrative 

Code

Public Law Moderate Strong Health Care - Rehabilitation, 

Disability & Long Term Care

Statewide Yes No

6 Education, Training, Certification-

Deaf: Education

1979 Statute, Administrative 

Code

Public Law Strong Strong Business & Workforce Development 

& Regulation

Statewide No Yes

7 Education, Training, Certification-

Deaf: Interpreter Certification

1979 Statute, Administrative 

Code

NA Strong Strong Business & Workforce Development 

& Regulation

Statewide No Yes

8 ECI Respite Services 2000 Statute, Administrative 

Code

Public Law Moderate Strong Family and Nutrition Services Statewide No Yes

9 Business Enterprises of Texas 

Trust Fund

1936 Statute, Administrative 

Code

Public Law Moderate Moderate Health Care - Rehabilitation, 

Disability & Long Term Care

Statewide No No

Program Summary Included

Notes:

Significant Audit and/or Report Findings: The Government Effectiveness and Efficiency Report (GEER) for the 81st 

Legislative Session included a report on the Business Enterprises of Texas (BET) Program. Recommendations included 

the development of a customer satisfaction survey, annual reporting of survey results and operating costs covered by each 

host agency, and the creation of a performance measure to track the number of blind or disabled employees hired by BET 

managers. The recommendations have been implemented, however the number of blind/disabled employees remains low. 

The 2017 target of 100 individuals represents just 6.4% of all employees. Findings for Comprehensive Rehabilitation and 

Children's Blindness services are addressed in the Program Summary sections.

Service Area: Autism providers (8 total in FY 2015) are located in only six of the health and human services (HHS) regions 

in the state. BEST screening services are offered only in major metropolitan areas due to availability of funds. Treatment 

services are available statewide, however most consumers are in South Texas.

Strategic Fiscal Review 2016-17

Schedule 2A: Program Listing -- Services and Administration

Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, Department of (538)

Agency Submission Review and Analysis

Senate Budget Recommendations:  SB 2 as Introduced

Schedule 2A:  Program Listing -- Services and Administration
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Agency 

Ranking Program Name

1st Year Full 

Implementation

2010-11 

Expended

2012-13 

Expended

2014-15 

Est / Budg

2015 

FTEs

Budg

2016-17

SB 2 - Intro

2017 

FTEs

Rec.

Percent 

Change 

from Base

FTEs 

Change 

from Base

Revenue 

Supported?

Appropriate Use of

Constitutional and 

GR-Dedicated 

Funds?

Agency 

Funding 

Alternatives 

in Recs?

1 Autism Services 3,300,000$         6,597,777$          6,548,787$          9,110,856$          2.0 3,671,058$      2.0 -59.7% 0.0 No NA No

2 Comprehensive Rehabilitation (CRS) 1,975,000$         28,977,851$        51,941,603$        49,949,962$        17.7 50,146,320$    17.7 0.4% 0.0 Yes Compliant No

3 Children's Blindness Services 1,391,581$         9,493,129$          9,738,067$          9,649,690$          69.4 9,610,172$      69.4 -0.4% 0.0 Yes Compliant No

4 Blindness Education, Screening and 

Treatment (BEST) Program

960,000$            619,465$             799,245$             856,532$             0.0 983,600$         0.0 14.8% 0.0 Yes NA Partial

5 Business Enterprises of Texas (BET) 758,955$            5,368,876$          4,439,621$          4,930,444$          18.0 -$                     0.0 -100.0% -18.0 Yes Compliant No

6 Education, Training, Certification-Deaf: 

Education

212,640$            2,019,233$          2,197,938$          2,535,053$          3.9 2,334,567$      4.1 -7.9% 0.2 Yes Compliant No

7 Education, Training, Certification-Deaf: 

Interpreter Certification

-$                       566,505$             539,441$             977,660$             2.0 649,412$         1.8 -33.6% -0.2 Yes NA No

8 ECI Respite Services 500,000$            780,118$             746,414$             800,000$             0.0 800,000$         0.0 0.0% 0.0 No NA No

9 Business Enterprises of Texas Trust Fund 359,147$            3,930,162$          997,635$             808,424$             0.0 -$                     0.0 -100.0% 0.0 Yes Compliant No

Total 58,353,116$        77,948,751$        79,618,621$        113.0 68,195,129$    95.0 -14.3% -18.0

Program Summary Included

Notes:  SB 2 as Introduced transfers the BET and BET Trust Fund programs to the Texas Workforce Commission, therefore 2016-17 

recommendations are not reflected here.

The reduction in funding in 2016-17 for Autism Services reflects the phase-out of the program.

Partial  indicates that the LBB Recommendations contain some portion of the agency's funding alternative either in terms of 

amounts or methodology. 

Strategic Fiscal Review 2016-17

Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, Department of (538)

Schedule 2B: Program Listing -- Fiscal

Agency Submission Review, Analysis and Funding

Data included in the column labeled 1st Year of Full Implementation  may reflect several different fiscal years and therefore it is 

not summed.

Senate Budget Recommendations:  SB 2 as Introduced

Schedule 2B:  Program Listing -- Fiscal
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Agency 

Ranking Program Name

Funding 

Compared 

to 2014-15 Explanation of 2016-17 SB 2 Introduced

1 Autism Services Decrease in General Revenue Funds for phase-out of program. Offset slightly by increase to Interagency Contracts (Other Funds) to 

annualize administrative support of the Texas Council on Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders (TCAPDD). Responsibilities 

were transferred from DADS to DARS in FY 2015. HHS agencies, TEA, and Workforce Commission all contribute funds for support of 

the Council, and 1.0 FTE was transferred from DADS. 

2 Comprehensive Rehabilitation (CRS) Increase in Comprehensive Rehabilitation Fund Account No. 107 to include the estimated ending FY 2015 balance and LBB estimated 

revenue for the biennium. General Revenue Funds are decreased to align program funding with FY 2014-15; includes a slight decrease 

in estimated Subrogation Receipts (Other Funds). 

3 Children's Blindness Services Small net decrease due primarily to General Revenue reduction for capital project offset slightly by increased General Revenue Funds for 

less favorable FMAP and an increase in LBB revenue estimate for the Blind Endowment Fund (Other Funds).

4 Blindness Education, Screening and 

Treatment (BEST) Program

Increased to align with LBB revenue estimate. Will be adjusted for the Comptroller's Biennial Revenue Estimate in January 2015.

5 Business Enterprises of Texas (BET) Program transferred to Texas Workforce Commission, contingent upon passage of legislation.

6 Education, Training, Certification-Deaf: 

Education

Decrease due to repurposing authority to Interpreter Certification, as reflected in agency's LAR.

7 Education, Training, Certification-Deaf: 

Interpreter Certification

Decrease due to reduction to General Revenue Funds for one-time interpreter test development and decrease to agency-estimated 

Interagency Contracts (Other Funds).

8 ECI Respite Services Maintain 2014-15 funding level.

9 Business Enterprises of Texas Trust 

Fund

Program transferred to Texas Workforce Commission, contingent upon passage of legislation.

Program Summary Included

Agency Submission Review and Analysis

Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, Department of (538)

Strategic Fiscal Review 2016-17

Schedule 2C:  Program Listing -- Explanation of Recommendations

Senate Budget Recommendations:  SB 2 as Introduced

Schedule 2C:  Program Listing -- Explanation of Recommendations
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Weak Moderate Strong

Blindness Education, Screening and Treatment (BEST) Education, Training, Certification-Deaf: Education

Strong

Education, Training, Certification-Deaf: Interpreter Certification

Business Enterprises of Texas (BET) Trust Fund Business Enterprises of Texas (BET)

Moderate Children's Blindness Services

Comprehensive Rehabilitation

ECI Respite Services

Weak Autism Services

Note:  The matrix does not include Indirect Administration programs.

Strategic Fiscal Review 2016-17

Schedule 3: Assessments of Mission Centrality and Authority

Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, Department of (538)

Mission centrality  is a judgment of how directly connected a program is to the core mission and goals of the agency, as identified in statute, agency strategic plans, or other documents.

Authority  is an assessment of how strong and explicit the legal basis is for the existence of the program and the way in which the agency is administering it.

Senate Budget Recommendations: SB 2 as Introduced

MISSION CENTRALITY 
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Schedule 3:  Assessment of Mission Centrality and Authority
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1 Account:

Legal Cite(s):

Authorized Use:

Revenue Source:

In Compliance

with Authorized 

Use?

 1st Full Year 

Appropriated 

 2010-11

Expended 

 2012-13

Expended 

 2014-15

Est/Budg 

 2016-17

SB 2 - Intro Comments

Comprehensive Rehabilitation Compliant -$                         19,526,026$   33,694,688$     32,755,342$    44,587,456$    

 Total, -$                         19,526,026$   33,694,688$     32,755,342$    44,587,456$    

2 Account:

Legal Cite(s):

Authorized Use:

Revenue Source:

In Compliance

with Authorized 

Use?

 1st Full Year 

Appropriated 

 2010-11

Expended 

 2012-13

Expended 

 2014-15

Est/Budg 

 2016-17

SB 2 - Intro Comments

Children's Blindness Services Compliant -$                         25,916$          216,938$          8,043$             14,086$           

 Total, -$                         25,916$          216,938$          8,043$             14,086$           

Variability due to restrictions on use of donations 

(specified by donor).

Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services 

Endowment Fund for the Blind

Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services Endowment Fund for the Blind

TEX. CONST. art. XVI, § 6

To receive gifts and grants from individuals, associations, and corporations, plus depository interest earned for the 

purpose of providing direct client services and carrying out the provisions of ch. 91.0301, Human Resources Code.

Gifts/Grants/Donations – Non-Operating Revenue/Program Revenue – Operating Grants and Contributions,Warrants 

Voided by Statute of Limitation – Default Fund, Interest on State Deposits and Treasury Investments - General, Non-

Program

Program(s)  Funded

Rnk 3

GR Dedicated - Comprehensive Rehabilitation Account No. 107                                                                                                                                                       

Strategic Fiscal Review 2016-17

Schedule 4: Constitutional and General Revenue-Dedicated Accounts

GR Dedicated - Comprehensive Rehabilitation Account 

No. 107                                                                                                                                                       

Program(s)  Funded

TX. HUM. RES. CODE ANN. § 111.060; TX. LOC. GOV’T CODE ANN. § 133.102

To receive court costs collected from defendants convicted under certain sections of the Penal Code. Defendants 

convicted of a felony pay $133, convicted of a Class A or B misdemeanor pay $83 and convicted of a nonjailable 

misdemeanor pay $40. This account receives 9.8218 percent of total collections. The account may be used only for 

purposes provided by TEX. HUM. RES. CODE ANN. § 111.052

Court Costs, Fees from Misdemeanor or Felony Cases, Warrants Voided by Statute of Limitation – Default Fund

Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, Department of (538)

Rnk 2

Senate Budget Recommendations:  SB 2 as Introduced

Increase in 2012-13 due to legislation which increased 

the percent of the collections allocated to DARS. 2016-

17 increase is offset in program by like decrease in 

General Revenue Funds. 

Schedule 4:  Constitutional and GR-Dedicated Accounts
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3 Account:

Legal Cite(s):

Authorized Use:

Revenue Source:

In Compliance

with Authorized 

Use?

 1st Full Year 

Appropriated 

 2010-11

Expended 

 2012-13

Expended 

 2014-15

Est/Budg 

 2016-17

SB 2 - Intro Comments

Business Enterprises of Texas Compliant 758,955$             3,670,955$     3,169,935$       1,354,510$      -$                     

 Total, 758,955$             3,670,955$     3,169,935$       1,354,510$      -$                     

4 Account:

Legal Cite(s):

Authorized Use:

Revenue Source:

In Compliance

with Authorized 

Use?

 1st Full Year 

Appropriated 

 2010-11

Expended 

 2012-13

Expended 

 2014-15

Est/Budg 

 2016-17

SB 2 - Intro Comments

Education, Training, Certification-Deaf: 

Education

Compliant -$                         40,114$          31,925$            -$                     -$                     

 Total, -$                         40,114$          31,925$            -$                     -$                     GR Dedicated - I Love Texas License Plate Acct. No. 5086                                                                                                                                                          

GR Dedicated - I Love Texas License Plate Acct. No. 5086                                                                                                                                                          

TX. TRANSP. CODE ANN. § 504.619

Established as Texas Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing License Plates in Transportation Code 502.2735 

by H.B. 1227, 76th Leg., R.S. Created 2001 by S.B. 1563 and H.B. 3088, 77th Leg., R.S. Transp. Code sec. 

504.619 in General Revenue for additional $30 fee paid for special license plates. $22 was deposited to this account 

and remainder for administration. Used for direct services programs, training, and education. H.B. 2971, 78th Leg., 

R.S. repealed Transportation Code 502.2735 and moved these plates to 504.619. Name changed to I Love Texas 

after abolishment of Commission. Administered by Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services. H.B. 7, 83rd 

Leg., R.S. abolished General Revenue-dedicated specialty license plate accounts created under Transportation 

Code, Subchapter G and changed deposit of license plate revenue to the License Plate Trust Fund (0802). Revenue 

deposit changed 09/01/2013 and account abolished 09/30/2013.

Motor Vehicle Registration Fees

Program(s)  Funded

Rnk 6 GR-D account 5086 was abolished in FY 2014. The 

agency continues to receive the revenue from the 

License Plate Trust Fund Account No. 0802 (Other 

Funds).

GR Dedicated - Business Enterprise Program Account 

No. 492                                                                                                                                                        

GR Dedicated - Business Enterprise Program Account No. 492                                                                                                                                                        

TX. HUM. RES. CODE ANN. §§ 91.014, 94.011

To receive revenues and receipts from operation of vending facilities to carry out the Business Enterprise Program. 

This program provides for the operations of vending machine facilities by blind persons.

Dormitory, Cafeteria and Merchandise Sales, Warrants Voided by Statute of Limitation – Default Fund, Interest on 

State Deposits and Treasury Investments - General, Non-Program, Gifts/Grants/Donations – Non-Operating 

Revenue/Program Revenue – Operating Grants and Contributions, Rental – Other, Reimbursements – Third Party

Program(s)  Funded

Rnk 5 Decrease in 2014-15 relates to revenue code 

realignment to Appropriated Receipts. 

2016-17 funds at Texas Workforce Commission 

contingent upon statutory change.

Schedule 4:  Constitutional and GR-Dedicated Accounts
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5 Account:

Legal Cite(s):

Authorized Use:

Revenue Source:

In Compliance

with Authorized 

Use?

 1st Full Year 

Appropriated 

 2010-11

Expended 

 2012-13

Expended 

 2014-15

Est/Budg 

 2016-17

SB 2 - Intro Comments

Business Enterprises Program Trust Fund Compliant 359,147$             3,930,162$     997,635$          808,424$         -$                     

 Total, 359,147$             3,930,162$     997,635$          808,424$         -$                     

Total 1,118,102$          27,193,173$   38,111,121$     34,926,319$    44,601,542$    

GR Dedicated - Business Enterprise Program Trust Fund 

5043                                                                                                                                                          

GR Dedicated - Business Enterprise Program Trust Fund 5043                                                                                                                                                          

TEX. HUM. RES. CODE ANN. sec. 94.016

This account is created in General Revenue to record receipts from vending machines on federal property accruing 

to the state licensing agency. Used to create a trust fund for a retirement program for blind individuals licensed to 

operate vending facilities under the Business Enterprises Program.

BET Managers contribute 5% of their net proceeds. Program rules allow managers to contribute less (determined by 

formula) if they employ blind or otherwise significantly disabled employees.

Program(s)  Funded

Rnk 9 Decrease in 2012-13 relates to a one-time partial 

distribution of funds after the existing retirement plan 

was abolished.

2016-17 funds at Texas Workforce Commission 

contingent upon statutory change.

Schedule 4:  Constitutional and GR-Dedicated Accounts
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