
 

 

Article VIII Other Regulatory Agencies - Senate 
 
The summary of recommendations below is for the trade-related regulatory agencies in Article VIII. These 
agencies issue licenses, investigate complaints against licensees, and enforce the occupational standards set by 
relevant statute. The Board of Plumbing Examiners ensures drinking water, air, and medical gases are free 
from contaminants and functioning in properly designed and installed plumbing systems. The Board of 
Professional Geoscientists regulates the profession of geoscience. Geoscientists conduct environmental site 
assessments, evaluate property and mineral rights, investigate and analyze natural hazards, such as coastal 
erosion, and perform groundwater reserve estimates. 
 

• Board of Plumbing Examiners 
• Board of Professional Geoscientists 

 
Total Summary of Recommendations 
 2020-21 

Base 
2022-23 

Recommended 
Biennial Change 

($) 
Biennial Change 

(%) 
General Revenue $6,625,186 $6,625,186 $0 0.0% 
Other Funds $52,400 $51,200 ($1,200) (2.3%) 
All Funds $6,677,586 $6,676,386 ($1,200) (0.0%) 

 
Selected Fiscal and Policy Issues 

• Plumbing Examiners  
o Agency Continuation 

 The Eighty-Sixth Legislature, 2019, failed to pass legislation authorizing the 
continuation of the agency past August 31, 2019. 

 Governor Abbott’s Executive Order No. GA-06 relating to necessary assistance from 
qualified plumbers with disaster recovery and preparedness resulted in continuation 
of the agency through May 31, 2021. With this Executive Order, the agency was 
able to receive appropriations to continue operations through the 2020-21 biennium. 

 The Eighty-Seventh Legislature, 2021, will need to pass legislation to decide how 
Texas will move forward with the regulation of the plumbing profession after May 
31, 2021. The Comptroller of Public Accounts released 12 months of funding for 
fiscal year 2021. 

o Update on Examinations 
 The Sunset Advisory Commission Staff Report with Commission Decisions, January 

2019, Recommendation 2.10, Adopted as Modified, directed the Plumbing 
Examiners to open at least 7 testing facilities across the state by September 1, 2019. 
The agency held exams in seven locations by the deadline. Figure 1 below shows 
examination statistics for fiscal years 2018 to 2020. 

 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, exams were halted in March 2020 but resumed in 
June.  

 The agency is working with a vendor to offer computer-based testing in over 40 
locations across the state. 

 As of the start of fiscal year 2021, the wait time for applicants seeking to take an 
exam was 3.4 months (the Sunset staff finding in November 2018 was a wait time of 
up to 8 months). 

 
Figure 1. Plumbing Examiners Examination Statistics, Fiscal Years 2018-2020 

 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 
# 

Examined # Passed % Passed # 
Examined # Passed % Passed # 

Examined # Passed % Passed 

Austin 2,951 2,086 70.7% 3,822 2,560 67.0% 2,787 2,025 72.7% 
Corpus Christi 

N/A 

6 3 50.0% 26 22 84.6% 
Dallas 152 58 38.2% 168 144 85.7% 
Fort Worth N/A 106 80 75.5% 
Houston 99 60 60.6% 128 88 68.8% 
Lubbock 20 5 25.0% 54 38 70.4% 
San Antonio N/A 17 11 64.7% 
Total 
Examinations 2,951 2,086 70.7% 4,099 2,686 65.6% 3,286 2,378 72.4% 

 
• Geoscientists 

o Capitol Complex Move – Agency requests exceptional item funding of $45,464 in General 
Revenue funds for costs related to relocating from the Hobby Building into the George H.W. 
Bush Building in the Capitol Complex. 

 
Rider Highlights 

• Recommendations for both agencies include removal of the Sunset Contingency riders because the 
agencies are no longer under review by the Sunset Advisory Commission. 


